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(Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.) 25 May, 1999 (25.05.99), and JP 
2001-120888 A (Kabushiki Kaisha Sebunriba) 08 May, 2001 (08.05.01). As a 
result, since said matter does not clarify a contribution to the prior art, 
said matter is not a special technical feature, as described in the second 
sentence of PCT Rule 13. 2. 
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Since Claim 8 quotes Claim 7, the matter common to Claims 7, 8 is 
the matter described in Claim 7. Said matter, however, is not a special 
technical feature, as in the interpretation of said Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 
7. 

Since Claims 9, 11, 12, 13 quote Claim 8, the matter common to Claims 
8, 9, 11, 12, 13 is the matter described in Claim 8 . However, it is obvious 
that saidmatter is not novel as it is disclosed, for example, in JP 8-150289 
A (Toshiba Corp.) , 11 June, 1996, and JP 11-137888 A (Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Ltd.) , 25 May, 1999. As a result, since saidmatter does 
not clarify a contribution to the prior art, said matter is not a special 
technical feature *, as described in the second sentence of PCT Rule 13. 
2. 

Since Claim 10 quotes Claim 9, the matter common to Claims 9, 10 is 
the matter described in Claim 9. Saidmatter, however, is not a special 
technical feature, as in the interpretation of said Claims 8, 9, 11, 12, 
13. 

Other common matter which is believed to be a special technical feature 
described in the second sentence of PCT Rule 13. 2 does not exist except 
the matter common to Claims 2 through 4, 20, 21, the matter common to 
Claims 11, 22, 23, and the matter common to Claims 13 through 19, 24 through 
27. 

Then, since a technical relation described in PCT Rule 13. 2 cannot 
be found among the 11 groups of inventions shown below, obviously, these 
inventions do not satisfy the requirement of unit. 

(1) Claim 1 

(2) Claims 2 through 4, 20, 21 

(3) Claim 5 

(4) Claim 6 

(5) Claim 7 

(6) Claim 8 

(7) Claim 9 

(8) Claim 10 

(9) Claims 11, 22, 23 

(10) Claim 12 

(11) Claims 13 through 19, 24 through 27 
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